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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David White, a native of Scot- 
land, is a thirty-seven-year resident of Camarillo. He was 
a newspaper reporter and editor in St. Andrews (home of 
golf and Scotland’s oldest university) before coming to the 
United States in 1953. 


Since coming to our area, Mr. White has worked for the 
Camarillo News, and as reporter and editor for the Port 
Hueneme Pilot weekly, and the Oxnard Press Courier. He 
has worked as well as a free-lance news representative for 
the Los Angeles Times, the Associated Press and United 
Press International, closing a sixty-two-year career in 
photo-journalism in 1990. 


In addition to researching the histories of Ventura 
County pioneer families, Mr. White provided the text for 
the Camarillo Chamber of Commerce publication Greater 
Camarillo — Then and Now. In recognition of his many 
hours of service on behalf of his adopted home, the 
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce named him Man of the 
Year in 1978 and the Pleasant Valley Historical Society 
granted him the honorary title of “Don” at the ceremony 
marking the 25th anniversary of the incorporation of the 
city of Camarillo. 


THE SAVIERS BROTHERS 


Introduction by David White 


Among the earliest European immigrants from east and midwest 
states, who came west and settled in Ventura County, were John 
Young Saviers and his younger brother, James Young Saviers. 


Both of them played important roles in the development of 
Hueneme, the Oxnard Plain and Pleasant Valley, bringing about 
events that led to the incorporation of Oxnard and Camarillo as 
cities. 


Many countries and nationalities were represented in the influx of 
Europeans who followed the Chumash Indians, conquistadores and 
missionaries from Spain, and soldiers of the Mexican government. 
The list included: France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Portugal- 
Azores; England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales of Great Britain; and 
the Scandinavian countries of Denmark, Sweden and Norway. Many 
of the newcomers to California came when gold was discovered in the 
northern part of the 
state. Many of them 
were disappointed 
when they didn’t strike 
it rich and began to 
make their way south 
to this county, where 
they found the fertile 
land to their liking and 
stayed to colonize and 
acquire land for farm- 
ranch operations. 


According to avail- 
able records, James 
Young Saviers arrived 
from the Sacramento 
Valley region in 1862 
and elected to settle on 4 
Rancho El Rio de a 
Santa Clara o’ La Colo- JUDGE JOHN YOUNG SAVIERS 


nia at the east end of what was to become Oxnard. John Young Savi- 
ers and his family made their home in the Pleasant Valley village later 
to be known as Camarillo. James, who made exploratory trips to 
California in 1845, 1850 and 1860 and spent some time in the gold 
fields before heading south, bought 318 acres of La Colonia land from 
Thomas Bard of Hueneme in 1869. He was lucky to be able to do so 
after an encounter with hostile Indians in which he was severely 
wounded. His own version of it in this article tells what happened. 


It was in 1889 that James sold land to the Oxnard brothers of New 
York to build the American Beet Sugar Company factory which 
quickly led to the incorporation of Oxnard as a city (1903). In 1888 
James had sold another part of his holdings to J. A. Rice, an early 
settler and rancher. Other acreage was farmed in the Rancho La 
Colonia area by James’s son, Winfield Scott Saviers, until the 1930s. 
When the ranch of another son, Charles Saviers, at Wood Road in the 
Springville Village area was sold in 1962 by Alan, a grandson of 
James Saviers, the Saviers family had completed ninety-six years of 
continuous husbandry on the south side of Santa Clara River. 


James Saviers, like his brother John, took an active part in 
community affairs. He was an honorary justice of the peace (judge) 
when the City of Oxnard was incorporated in 1903. (He had been 
elected judge prior to the incorporation.) He died in 1904. 


John Saviers was the first elected justice of the peace (judge) for 
Hueneme Township when Ventura County was separated as an 
entity from Santa Barbara County (1873). His jurisdiction as a judge 
also covered Oxnard, Point Mugu, San Nicholas Island, Anacapa 
Island, as well as Springville village and Pleasant Valley (Camarillo). 
Both men, as part of their duties, recorded statistics of births and 
deaths and officiated at civil marriages. 


John paid forty dollars in gold coin and a silver saddle for his first 
Pleasant Valley ranch, located near the Pope Ranch. The third site, 
fifty-four acres which later became known as the Catholic Hill site, 
he purchased from Elmer Drake in 1875 for one thousand dollars 
in gold coin. In 1885 John gave his daughter, Sarah Jane Saviers 
Willard, the Catholic Hill site. The parcel included the area where 
Dizdar Park, St. Mary Magdalen Church and the original site of 
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church (at the south end of Arneill Road on 
Ventura Boulevard) are located. Dizdar Park was formerly the 
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Baptist Church cemetery. John Saviers sold the site of the Baptist 
Church and Dizdar Park to Frank K. and Augusta Davenport, who 
deeded them for the Baptist Church and the cemetery. Sarah Jane 
Saviers Willard sold the piece of property adjoining the cemetery to 
Juan Camarillo, Jr. He granted it to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
for the building of St. Mary Magdalen Church (1913). St. Mary 
Magdalen Church now serves as a chapel. 


Another real estate transaction recorded has John Y. Saviers 
paying Moses Hartman six hundred dollars in gold coin for ten acres 
where Lakeside Village, portions of Camarillo Community Center, 
the city hall, and the Carmen Plaza Shopping Center are located. 


Descendants of the early arrivals of European immigrants, who 
decided to look no fur- 
ther than eastern Ven- 
tura County as an 
agreeable place in 
which to live, have fol- 
lowed the example set 
by their forebears: 
Saviers, Davenport, 
Sisson, Mahan, Daily, 
Arneill, Lewis, Fulton, 
Hughes, Bard, Crin- 


klaw, Fulkerson, 
Dwire, ' Leonard, 
McGrath, Clark, 


McLoughlin, Willard, 
Maulhardt, Flynn, 
Cawelti, Hartman, 
Borchard, Gisler, 
Glenn, Mary Smith, 
Levy, Milligan, Gerry, 
Baptiste, Fitzgerald, 
Gill, Gil, Pitts, in no 
particular order. Many 
of them have been me- 
morialized by having 
streets named after 
them. For example, SARAH JANE SAVIERS AND 
Nellora Street in Cam- JOSIAH WILLARD 


arillo was named for two young ladies, Nellie Daily and Laura Willard. 


Sarah Jane Saviers, daughter of John Y. Saviers, married Josiah 
Willard of German descent. Willard came to Pleasant Valley in 1885 
at the invitation of Sarah Jane’s father. Josiah left his home in Mary- 
land because a brother 
stood over him with an 
upraised ax and threatened 
to use it if he refused to join 
the Confederate side dur- 
ing the Civil War when 
brothers were taking sides 
according to their convic- 
tions. Hecrossed the plains 
to Idaho where he met and 
married Sarah Jane, age 
16. The couple had ten chil- 
dren — five sons and five 
daughers — nine of them 
born in Idaho before they 
came to Ventura County. 


a cara The sons were George 
THE WILLARD BROTHERS - Jsrael (born 1869), John 


L-R: George, Oran Oscar, Frederick (1874), Warren 
Clarence, Warren, John Byron (1876), Oran Oscar 


(1878), and Clarence 
Franklin (1890), who was born in Camarillo. The daughters were 
Clara Ada (1867), Emma Florence (1871), Mary Amanda (1880), Ida 
Irene (1883), and Laura Etna (1885). 


George married Carrie White (1903), John did not marry, Warren 
married Mildred White (1900), Oran Oscar married Sadie Elizabeth 
Johnson (1907), and Clarence married Elizabeth Horner (1919). 


Clara married James Kimball Hartwell (1891), Emma married 
Frank Pitts (1892), Mary married Frank “Sage” Cornett (1905), Ida 
married Sidney B. House (1905), and Laura married Wallace Weston 
Brown (1902). 


THE SAVIERS BROTHERS 


(Seaver — Seavers — Savers — Savierrs) 


by David White 
Research by Florence Brown Dawson 


Judge John Young Saviers (1821-1902) and his brother James 
Young Saviers (1824-1904) were descended from the Savierrs fam- 
ily from the French side of the independent Kingdom of Navarre. 
They had four sisters: 
Jane (Thompson), 
Nancy (Bushong) of 
Pasadena, California, 
Mary, and_- Eliza 
(Styles). Eliza (1819- 
1908), married to 
Samuel Styles, was 
buried in Hueneme. 
Two younger brothers, 
Charles and Milton, did 
not come to California. 
Their parents were 
Charles Saviers and 
Elizabeth Young. 


The family includes 
St. Francis Xavier and 
General John Savier, 
the most decorated sol- 
dier of the American 
Revolutionary War, 
who became governor 
in 1875 of the former ELIZA SAVIERS STYLES 
state of Franklin (North Sister of John and James Saviers 
Carolina and Tennes- 
see). He became first governor of Tennessee, an office he held from 
1796-1801. Saviers are said to have ridden with King Henry IV of 
Navarre (who gave up being a Huguenot to become King of France) 
in 1590 at the Battle of Ivry, Normandy, France. 


Leaving France, the Xaviers sailed for England where they angli- 
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cized the name to Seaver-Sevier. (Florence Brown Dawson has 
traced the Seavers and Seviers to the same area near Kent County, 
England.) Nicholas Seaver, an officer in Cromwell's army, was given 
land in and moved his family to County Armagh, Ireland. Descen- 
dants came to Maryland, moved to West Virginia, then on to Penn- 
sylvania, Missouri and Ohio. John (Seavers) Saviers, from Pennsyl- 
vania, was a veteran of the American Revolutionary War. His son 
Charles (1794-1872) was a veteran of the War of 1812. He moved 
from Pennsylvania to Richland County, Ohio, where sons John 
(1821) and James (1824) Saviers were born. 


In 1845 James, a blacksmith, came to Northern California with 
the army of General John Charles Fremont and two years later, in 
1847, he accompanied him to Southern California and made his first 
visit to the Santa Clara River Valley/Hueneme/Oxnard plain. In 
1846 Fremont had seized Sonoma and proclaimed the independence 
of California, declaring it United States territory. 


Within the ranks of Fremont’s army was a group called “The Liars 
Club.” Whoever told the biggest lie was given the title “The Biggest 
Liar” and a cap to wear forayear. After listening to all the other men, 
James Young Saviers, twenty-one-years old, stated simply that he 
had been brought up as a Christian and not to lie, and couldn’t recall 
ever telling one. The men found this very funny and handed him the 
cap. 


In 1850 James led a wagon train to California and was elected 
captain on several trips. It was while he was living in Northern 
California that he was attacked by the Maidu or Miwok Indians — on 
December 15, 1853, while traveling from Sacramento to Hangtown/ 
Placerville, California. 


Herewith James’s own version contributed to the Hueneme Herald 
on June 2, 1896: 


“...l was in the woods between Shingle Springs, on the road from 
Sacramento to Hangtown (now Placerville), and White Oak Springs. 
On the road from Sacramento to Coloma, I was surrounded by 
Indians whom I supposed were friendly. 


“As we walked along one Indian dropped his bow and arrows and 
grabbed for my gun, which was on my shoulder. He got hold of the 
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barrel and in the 
scuffle I jerked him 
down, which leaned me 
toward the left, and by 
the time I was squarely 
on my feet I received 
seven shots from two 
guns and five arrows. 
One shot struck my left 
shoulder; that was a 
round shot, and many 
are there now. One gun 
shot cut a way the flesh 
on my chin and struck 
me in the right breast 
and shoulder, the wad- 
ding driving my shoul- 
der out of place. That 
lead was square 
chunks of lead, proba- 
bly a pipe cut up. Many 
pieces are in the shoul- 
der yet, though some 
have been cut out. 


JUDGE JAMES YOUNG SAVIERS 


“One arrow struck 
me a glancing shot in 
the forehead, causing a three-inch wound. The flint on the arrow had 
been broken off before the shooting, and made avery painful wound. 
One arrow split my nose, and it took two stitches to close up the gap. 
Another arrow struck the lower rib on the left side and passed along 
the rib quite a distance. 


“When I left the Indians there were four arrows sticking out of my 
body. I kept my feet all the time. When my gun was loose the Indians 
all ran. I tried to shoot one, but in my crippled condition I missed 
him. Then I ran away, only thinking to get where my body would be 
found for I believed I was fatally wounded. 


“I soon came into open ground in the sight of a house, where I 
rested for a while, and yelled so the Indians were afraid to follow me. 


I finally reached White Oak Springs in an exhausted condition, where 
I was attended by Drs. Edwards, Trafton and Hurd. After a long time 
I was finally nursed back to life." 


A similar account of what was called “An Awful Occurrence” was 
printed in the Sacramento Daily Union, dated December 21, 1853. 
The item stated that “Mr. Savours was a quiet, inoffensive man, very 
much respected, and no direct cause is assigned why he should have 
provoked the displeasure of his assailants.” His family in Ohio 
thought he was dead because they had not heard from him for so long 
while he was recuperating. Judge Saviers explained that but fora 
butcher named McClure the doctors would have cut the arrowhead 
from his body. McClure protested and said that he had lately killed 
a steer whose liver had an arrowhead imbedded in it, and the flesh 
was healed and perfectly sound. He thought that a Saviers could 
stand anything a steer could! 


During 1860 he was captain of another wagon train to California. 
At Kansas, he was joined by his brother, John, and his children. 
Margaret Nelson Saviers, John’s first wife, had died there in 1859. To 
keep Indians from exhuming her body, she was placed in an 
unmarked grave, then the men drove their wagons over the grave to 


disguise it. 


In 1862, after being flooded out by the Sacramento River, the 
Saviers brothers came by ship to Santa Barbara County which then 
included Ventura County. They had a touch-and-go relationship 
with the area. As Oxnard’s first pioneer and citizen, long before 1862, 
James was firmly entrenched at Hueneme/Oxnard, and his brother 
John is believed to have been the first pioneer resident of Pleasant 
Valley/Hueneme,Camarillo. In the first Ventura County election in 
1873 John was elected Judge of Pleasant Valley Precinct, Hueneme 


Township No. 3. 


It is said that Judge John Young Saviers paid forty dollars anda 
silver saddle for his first ranch in Pleasant Valley. With his third wife 
Martha Athan Emerson (1819-1888), he livedin Camarillo. After his 
first wife Margaret Nelson’s death (1819-1859), he had married Mary 
Seymore in 1860. After Martha’s death he married her sister 
Elizabeth Athan Hartman (1811-1889), the widow of Moses Hart- 
man. They lived on the old Hartman Ranch (now Lakeside Village, 
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Camarillo). He dug the os 
first well on the ranch - ays hee 
which supplied the wa- . ; 
ter for the artificial lake 
at the village. When 
Elizabeth died, he mar- 
ried her daughter-in- 
law Belinda Gray Hart- 
man (1837-1896), the 
widow of John Hartman. 
Her son was John Char- 
les Hartman, father of 
Elmer Hartman, and 
grandfather of Dan 
Hartman of Camarillo. 


On January 15, 1875, 
Judge John Saviers paid 
one thousand dollars in | jig 
gold coin for a ranch on d MC 
Old Conejo Road (now 
Ventura Boulevard). In 
1885 he gave part of the 
ranch to his’ only 
daugher, Sarah Jane Willard, and her husband, Josiah Willard. This 
home became known as “The Stagecoach Stop” as it was built on the 
site of the Butterfield Stage barn on Saviers Ranch. Later, Pleasant 
Valley Baptist Church, Pleasant Valley Baptist Cemetery (now 
Dizdar Park), and St. Mary Magdalen Church were built on what had 
been the ranch. When the Southern Pacific Railroad came through 
Pleasant Valley, because Adolfo Camarillo had donated the right-of- 
way and because Calleguas (Kai-ye-wass) was hard to pronounce, 
the town became Camarillo. 


JUDGE JOHN YOUNG AND 
BELINDA GRAY HARTMAN SAVIERS 


James's first wife was Elizabeth Jones (1837-1869). They were 
married in 1855. In 1872 James married Martha (Mattie) Kellum 
Polley Beasley (1844-1906). 


The children of James and Elizabeth were Mary E. (1856-1868), 


Willard (1858-1863), Winfield Scott (1861-1943), George (1864- 
1937), and Charles Walter (1866-1947). Eva Mary Saviers Foster 


1] 


(1873-1958) was the child of James and Martha. 


When James Saviers came to California he drove a stagecoach, 
before becoming captain of wagon trains, from Placerville County | 
(Hangtown) to Calabasas. James and his wife Martha ran the first { 
commercial nursery in Oxnard. Mattie is given the credit for 
importing and growing red and blue gum trees (eucalyptus) from 
Australia, and selling them to ranchers for windbreaks. One of the 
ranchers was Adolfo Camarillo, who planted them on what is nowa 
historic landmark bordering the Ventura Freeway (U.S. 101). 


— 
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THE WILLARD FAMILY 
(Vieillard — Wiljar — Viellard — Vieland) 


by David White 
Research by Florence Brown Dawson 


The Willard family, under different spellings of family names, has 
been traced back to a 
Nicholas Vieillard, 
born in France in 
1635. He joined the 
Huguenots and settled 
in Germany in 1665. 


Through Nicholas 
Vieillard’s son, Dr. 
Jacob Vieillard, a sur- 
geon, descendants 
came to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, around 
1759...and..then to 
Frederick County, 
Maryland. The name 
Vieillard became Wil- 
lard. Israel Willard was 
born in Frederick 
County in 1811. One of 
his eleven children was 
Josiah, who was born 
in 1836. In 1866, 
Josiah married Sarah 
Jane Saviers, born in Ohio in 1850. Josiah was a prospector, miner 
and, for a time, a gold mine owner. 


THE WILLARD CHILDREN 
Standing: George, Emma, John 
Seated: Mary, Oran Oscar, Warren, 
Ida, Laura, Clara 
(Clarence not pictured) 


There were ten children of the Willard-Saviers union. They were: 
Clara Ada (1867-1956), George Israel (1869-1925), Emma Florence 
(1871-1958), John Frederick (1874-1975), Warren Byron (1876- 
1912), Oran Oscar (1878-1956), Mary Amanda (1880-1971), Ida 
Irene (1883-1960), Laura Etna (1885-1975), and Clarence Franklin 
(1890-1978). 
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HOME OF JOSIAH AND SARAH JANE SAVIERS WILLARD 
Somis Road and Old Conejo Road 
Camarillo 


Before the growth of the community of Camarillo began, with the 
coming of the railroad with its passenger and freight services, ranch- 
ers in eastern Ventura County hauled their horse and mule-driven 
loads to the wharf at Hueneme. They halted at the junction of Ven- - 
tura Boulevard (Old Conejo Road) and Somis and Lewis Roads. The 
teamsters frequented the home of the Willards which was the second 
house built in the community. (John Saviers built the first house 
on Old Conejo Road at Somis-Lewis Roads.) It became known as “The 
Hotel” and the “Stagecoach Stop” although it was never a hotel in the 
strict sense nor an official stagecoach station. Mrs. Willard first 
served meals to travelers and drivers of grain and lima bean teams, 
and housed some of them overnight while the horses and mules were 
being rested before tackling the Old Conejo Road. Sarah Jane was 
known for her great generosity in extending hospitality to coach 
passengers and drivers all without recompense. Finally, she decided 
to get paid for feeding people, so she began to board workers on the 
railroad who came to town. Among her boarders were Sidney B. 
House and Wallace W. Brown who became her sons-in-law. 


Of the Willard family, Clara married James Kimball Hartwell of 
Vermont, who was a county roads commissioner. Clara owned a 
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millinery shop in 
Hueneme and she was 
the first librarian in 
Simi Valley. George 
married Carrie White, 
sister of Mildred. 
Emma married Frank 
Pitts. John, a grape 
rancher, was a bache- 
lor. Warren married 
Mildred White, a 
teacher at Simi. War- 
ren, a Ventura County 
deputy sheriff, was 
killed on duty at age 
thirty-six. Oran Oscar 
married Sadie 
Johnson. Mary married 
Frank “Sage” Cornett. 
Ida married Sidney B. 
House. Laura married 
Wallace W. Brown. 
Clarence married Eliza- 
beth Horner. 


EMMA WILLARD PITTS 
(SEATED) AND 
CLARA WILLARD HARTWELL 


Frank Pitts, who married 
Emma, was a teamster and 
rancher. He farmed in the 
Oxnard Plain and Hueneme. He 
was also an overseer with A.B. 
“Pap” Smith on Bard-Perkins 
land in Rancho Las Posas. He 
leased land on Rancho Calleguas 
before moving to his own ranch in 
Simi Valley. Frank came to 
Hueneme in 1875. He was one of 

, ten children of W. O. and Isabella 
EMMA F. WILLARD AND (Burris) Pitts. His father had a 
FRANK PITTS livery stable for twelve years and 
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operated a stagecoach line between Hueneme and Montalvo, a rail- 
road stop in the inland route from Ventura to Saugus. Frank Pitts 
doubled as a teamster before becoming owner ofa large ranch in Simi 
Valley. 


re : J i 


THE WILLARD FAMILY 
Back Row, L-R: Ida, George, Clarence, John, Mary 
Front Row, L-R: Laura, Mother Sarah Jane, Father Josiah, 
Emma, Clara 


Frank “Sage” Cornett, who married Mary, came to Camarillo with 
his parents, the Napoleon Bonaparte Cornetts of Missouri, in 1880. 
He was employed by pioneer county families as a cowboy; he led 
many cattle drives throughout the western United States as well. 
During a career of over thirty years he was a highly successful 
performer at rodeos. He was sixty-five years old when he retired from 
the rodeo circuit after receiving an injury. He had the first butcher 
shop in Camarillo at the corner of Ventura Boulevard and Somis 
Road, with another shop in Moorpark and a delivery van service in 
Simi Valley. He was the author of a book, “Recollections of a Pioneer 
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Cowboy.” After his retirement, Frank won many prizes as a breeder 
of canaries. Mary Willard Cornett, a graduate of Ventura High 
School, class of 1900, was a much-loved pioneer teacher in Simi and 
Moorpark. She started her teaching career in 1903 following her 
graduation from Los Angeles Normal School (now U.C.L.A.). Frank 
and Mary were childless, so devoted their lives to children, cattle and 
canaries. 


Sidney B. House, 
who married Ida, came 
to California from Ken- 
tucky in 1892. He 
worked for the South- 
ern Mill and Ware- 
house Company in 
Camarillo as a bean 
cleaner and boarded at 
the Willard house. He 
became pump man at 
the Schloss Quarry at 
Old Boney Mountain 
near Conejo Grade. 
After his marriage to 
Ida, he was head engi- 
neer of the crusher 
machines at the quarry. 
He worked at the quarry 
until 1913, when he 
was succeeded by Clar- 
ence Willard, his 
brother-in-law. He 
served in Cuba during 
the Spanish-American 
War. 


LAURA ETNA WILLARD BROWN 


Wallace Weston Brown, an artist and athlete, who married Laura, 
came from Maine to San Francisco in 1900. He was the first office 
manager and telegrapher for the Southern Pacific Railroad in Cam- 
arillo. Wallace and Laura’s first home was in a boxcar at Ogden, 
Utah, where Wallace was the first telegrapher at Great Salt Lake. At 
one time the Browns lived in Sulphur Canyon (Camarillo Oak Park) 
and also in the Ruiz-Camarillo Adobe. They returned to Camarillo 
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at the Schloss/Conejo Mountain Railroad Camp before they moved 
to other railroad assignments, including Moorpark and Simi Valley. 
His career with the railroad lasted thirty-three years. He retired in 
1930. He was a student of Chumash Indian lore and collected many 
artifacts he found in the Port Hueneme area and Point Mugu. 


Clarence Willard, who married Elizabeth Horner, lived most of his 
life as a farmer in Pleasant Valley. He was overseer of the Hartman 
Ranch in Camarillo for many years. Later he managed the Donlon 
Ranch in the Balcom Canyon area of Los Posas east of Somis. He was 
a World War I veteran. 


The Brown-Willard union produced eight children all of whom 
became closely identified with the developing eastern half of Ventura 
County by working ranch land and residing in Pleasant Valley, 
Moorpark, Hueneme, Somis, and Simi Valley. The children of 
Wallace and Laura Willard Brown were Dr. Willard Morrell, Alberta 
Margaret (Hampton), Oran Weston, Olive Etna (Erskine), Frances 
Janice (Holcomb), and Florence Lorene (Dawson). Two children who 
died in infancy were Melba Louise and Ruth Esther. They are buried 
in the Pioneer Section of Simi Valley Public Cemetery. 
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ABOUT THE RESEARCHER: John Saviers’ great grand- 
daughter, Florence Brown Dawson, has researched the 
Saviers brothers and their forebears stretching back for 
several centuries to France and Germany. 


Mrs. Dawson attended the University of lowa and San 
Fernando Valley State College, Northridge, after gradu- 
ation from Ventura College in 1940. She is married to 
Major Howard Quintin Dawson, formerly of Port Hueneme, 
now retired from service as a command pilot in the United 
States Air Force. 


Mrs. Dawson was employed as a teacher by the City of 
San Bernardino for three years. While her husband was 
stationed in Guam, she returned to Moorpark and did 
substitute teaching for Ventura County schools. Following 
the major's move to Munich, Germany, Mrs. Dawson joined 
him, putting her energies into developing youth programs 
and softball teams for American and German youths. She 
received letters of appreciation from the United States Air 
Force for her volunteer services. 
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